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Foreword

James Sheehan

President of the American Historical Association (2005) and Professor
Emeritus, Stanford University

“Do you remember the time when . . .?” Most of us have heard stories that begin
this way. Sometimes these stories make us laugh or cry; sometimes they teach us
a lesson; and sometimes they tell us who we are and where we are going. Some
of these stories are new and full of surprises; others are more familiar, told over
and over again to remind us of an important event or person. Think about how
many stories you have heard from your parents, friends, and teachers, seen on
television, or read in books and magazines. And think about all the stories you

have told: stories about what you did or should have done, stories that made you happy or sad or mad, or
stories that may have just helped to pass the time. People have always had stories to tell. In families and
nations, stories bring us together by recalling what we share. Stories can also drive us apart by repeating
what divides us. Either way, we could not live without them.

History is a series of stories about the past. Historians know that their stories will never completely cap-
ture what happened—there will always be things we cannot know about the past. But we must try to learn
everything we can. Historians, like detectives investigating a crime, gather as much of the evidence as pos-
sible. Like detectives, historians often find that an important piece of evidence is missing, that witnesses are
confused or do not agree about what they saw (or claimed to see), that clues can be misleading or hard to
interpret. Just as detectives learn to question witnesses and to analyze evidence, historians interrogate their
sources in order to find their strengths and weaknesses. The documents collected in this book give you a
chance to think like a historian. By reading these documents carefully and asking the right questions, you
can put together your own story of early American history, from colonial times to the Reconstruction Era.
Because each of you will interrogate the evidence differently, none of your stories will be exactly the same.

I became a historian because I have loved stories for as long as I can remember. The historical stories
I first learned were about the American West, the pioneers’ long and difficult journey westwards, the dis-
covery of gold in California, and the struggle between these new arrivals and the Native Americans who
attempted to defend their lands. I realize these stories would be told very differently today than when I
first heard them more than fifty years ago. We have learned to see the conquest of the West from different
points of view and to recognize its costs in human suffering.

The past is gone and cannot be altered. The words of the primary sources you read in this book will
not change. But the way people read them will surely not be the same fifty years from now as it is today.
History is the story of things that happened in the past, in another time and place; but it is also a story
that must be told today, in the here and now, by and for us.

—James Sheehan
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Terry Cherry

President of the National Council for the Social Studies (2017-2018)
and President of the Texas Council for the Social Studies (2007)

As you start to read this book, you may be asking: What causes some-
one to go into the teaching of history? In my case, there were several
influences. My father often talked about politics and government. Then,
I spent a few days in the summer of 1960 with my uncle and aunt, who
were watching the Democratic National Convention. A young Senator
from Massachusetts, John F. Kennedy, received his party’s nomination.
Finally, Ms. Patricia Smith, my high school history teacher, made us

answer one question for each chapter of our textbook. Her question was
always carefully worded so that our answer would have to encompass almost the entire chapter text. Ms.
Smith’s questions forced me to read carefully, to analyze evidence, and to collect my thoughts.

Those early influences led me to appreciate the importance of history and stimulated me to ask about

the “who, why, where and what” I learned the importance of reading primary sources and of writing
down my thoughts and ideas in a way to communicate to others.

People sometimes complain that historians “re-write” history. We learn that Paul Revere was
not the best person to warn colonial patriots. George Washington could not be a “Founding Father”
because he had no children of his own. The Emancipation Proclamation did not really free the slaves.
As historical events are studied and new documents are found, our ideas about the past do indeed
change. We want our historical heroes to be shining stars, but the truth is that each of us does have
some tarnish on our shine.

My goal as a teacher has always been to make my students think, not simply to repeat information
or to answer a multiple-choice question. In the book you are about to read, Dr. Jarrett and his colleagues
have created a superb resource that not only addresses our state standards but that will also help you to
think better and to express your views. When my daughter became a university educator, she said, “Dad,
teach your students how to write.” Exploring the Grade 8 TEKS through Primary Sources is ideal for this
approach. Almost every page asks you to read, to analyze, and to write down your thoughts.

You may find that reading original sources and drawing your own conclusions is hard work. But
you will soon realize that investigating primary documents with different points of view actually makes
history more exciting and thought-provoking. You will become a better student and, by increasing your
ability to understand and sympathize with others, maybe even a better person. Your knowledge of the
past will increase, as well as your understanding of how historians learn about the past and how history
relates to our concerns today. Becoming a more skilled and knowledgeable citizen is your goal, and with
this book you have the perfect tool to help you reach that goal.

—Terry Cherry
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